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THANK YOU MR. CHIEF JUSTICE.  AND THANK YOU TO THE 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE BENCH, THE CONFERENCE OF 

DELEGATES, AND ALL MY FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES FROM THE 

STATE BAR.  

 

I ESPECIALLY WANT TO THANK SHELLY SLOAN FOR HIS LEADERSHIP 

THIS PAST YEAR.  BEYOND ALL THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS THAT HE’S 

DESCRIBED, HE’S SET AN EXAMPLE FOR HOW TO LEAD THIS BAR 

WITHOUT EGO.  AS PRESIDENT, HE’S NEVER ONCE PUT HIS OWN 

INTERESTS -- POLITICAL, PERSONAL, OR PROFESSIONAL -- AHEAD OF 

THOSE OF THE BAR.  INSTEAD, HE HAS WORKED THIS YEAR WITH ME 

AND WITH EACH OF MY WONDERFUL FELLOW VICE-PRESIDENTS -- 

RUTHE ASHLEY, MARGUERITE DOWNING, JO-ANN GRACE, AND JIM 

SCHARF --TO ACHIEVE THE BAR’S GOALS WITHOUT FANFARE BUT 

JUST WITH  QUIET ENCOURAGEMENT AND DETERMINATION.  SO I 

THANK YOU, SHELLY, AND I KNOW THAT YOUR WIFE SHELBY AND 

YOUR GOLF SHOES ARE GLAD TO HAVE YOU BACK. 

 

I ALSO WANT TO THANK THE MEMBERS OF MY FIRM, MUNGER, 

TOLLES & OLSON FOR BEING HERE, AND FOR THE GREAT SUPPORT 



 

 

YOU’VE ALL SHOWN.  FOR THE NEXT YEAR, YOU’LL ALL BE TAKING 

ON A LITTLE MORE WORK AND GIVING UP SOME INCOME.  I’M 

GRATEFUL FOR THAT SACRIFICE . . . EVEN IF IT IS JUST TO GET ME 

OUT OF THE OFFICE.  I ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE MY WONDERFUL 

ASSISTANT MILVI GIESINGER AND MY DEAR FRIEND AND BOSS, KIM 

COATES, FOR ALL THAT THIS JOB IS GOING TO DEMAND OF THEM. 

 

FINALLY, I’D LIKE TO THANK MY OWN FAMILY -- MY WIFE BECKY AND 

OUR CHILDREN -- JAKE, MATTHEW, AND ABBY -- FOR DONATING ME TO 

CHARITY FOR THE NEXT YEAR.  THEY ARE THE GREATEST LOVE AND 

JOY IN MY LIFE.  THEY’VE ENDURED MORE OF MY SPEECHES THAN 

ANY FAMILY OUGHT TO -- PARTICULARLY THE ONES ABOUT CLOSING 

THE REFRIGERATOR DOOR COMPLETELY AND TURNING OFF THE 

LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE A ROOM.  BUT WE HAVE ALWAYS STAYED 

TOGETHER AND SUPPORTED EACH OTHER, AND I AM PROUD THEY ALL 

ARE HERE TODAY.  THANK YOU.  AND JAKE YOU CAN PUT YOUR IPOD 

BACK ON NOW.   

 

I KNOW THAT EACH YEAR, AS THE NEW PRESIDENT APPROACHES THIS 

PODIUM, THERE IS REALLY ONE QUESTION ON THE MIND OF ALMOST 

EVERY LAWYER IN THIS ROOM.  “HOW LONG IS THIS SPEECH GOING 

TO GO ON?”  THIS QUESTION ACTUALLY IS SO IMPORTANT, THAT IT IS 

OFTEN PRECEDED BY SOME APPEAL TO A DIVINE CREATOR, SUCH AS 



 

 

“FOR GOD’S SAKE, HOW LONG IS HE GOING TO GO ON.”  SOME OF YOU 

HAVE ALREADY CALLED TO SHARE YOUR SPECIAL PRAYERS AND 

APPEALS FOR MERCY WITH ME.  ONE PERSON ACTUALLY EMAILED ME 

THE FOLLOWING CALCULATION: 900 ATTORNEYS BILLING AT AN 

AVERAGE RATE OF $250/HOUR MEANS THAT YOU WILL BE COSTING 

OUR PROFESSION $3,750 FOR EVERY MINUTE THAT YOU SPEAK.” 

 

THIS PERSON THREATENED TO BILL ME FOR THAT. 

 

I’VE ALSO GOTTEN OTHER EMAILS.  MORE OMINOUS ONES.  ONE 

PERSON NOTED THAT PRESIDENT WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, AT HIS 

INAUGURATION, SPOKE FOR SEVERAL HOURS, WHICH CAUSED HIM TO 

CATCH PNEUMONIA AND DIE.   

 

SO LET ME TELL YOU RIGHT OFF, THAT AS YOUR NEW PRESIDENT, I 

HAVE HEARD YOU.  I HAVE HEARD YOUR DEATH THREATS.  SO I 

PROMISE TO BE BRIEF AND TO TELL YOU ONLY WHY I AM GRATEFUL 

FOR THE CHANCE TO SERVE AS YOUR PRESIDENT, AND WHAT I HOPE 

WE CAN ACCOMPLISH TOGETHER THIS YEAR.   

 

ALTHOUGH MANY OF YOU HAVE WISHED ME WELL IN THE YEAR 

AHEAD, I’VE RECEIVED SOME MIXED REACTIONS TO BEING ELECTED 

BAR PRESIDENT.  IN FACT, THE MOST COMMON QUESTION I’VE BEEN 



 

 

ASKED IS WHY I WOULD WANT TO BE BAR PRESIDENT.  AND I’M  

ACTUALLY PARAPHRASING THAT QUESTION.  THE QUESTION USUALLY 

HAS THE WORDS “WHY ON EARTH” IN IT. 

 

SOME FOLKS ASK THAT QUESTION BECAUSE OF THE TIME AND OTHER 

COMMITMENTS THIS JOB DEMANDS, BUT I ALSO THINK THAT THE 

QUESTION REFLECTS AN AMBIVALENCE ABOUT THE BAR.  IT’S AN 

AMBIVALENCE THAT I’VE HEARD OFTEN AND THAT I’VE SHARED.  

ABOUT FIVE YEARS AGO, I WAS ON THE BOARD OF A VERY POPULAR 

BAR, THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF SAN FRANCISCO, WITH 8,000 MEMBERS 

WHO BY AND LARGE REALLY LIKE BEING MEMBERS.  I REMEMBER 

HAVING THE STATE BAR PRESIDENT COME TO ONE OF OUR BOARD 

MEETINGS.  AS SHE TALKED ABOUT THE BUREAUCRATIC ISSUES THAT 

THE STATE BAR FACED, DISTRUST BY THE LEGISLATURE, COMPLAINTS 

BY LAWYERS, ATTACKS BY THE PUBLIC -- I REMEMBER THINKING, 

WHAT SORT OF MASOCHIST WOULD WANT THAT JOB.  AND 

AFTERWARDS, I TALKED WITH OTHERS WHO COMPLAINED THAT THE 

BAR WAS TOO BUREAUCRATIC AND UNRESPONSIVE.  AND WE 

CONGRATULATED OURSELVES ON HAVING STEERED FAR CLEAR OF IT. 

 

AND I DON’T THINK THAT VIEW IS SO RARE.  WHILE SOME LAWYERS 

HAVE OVERWHELMINGLY POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE FEELINGS ABOUT 

THE BAR -- AND TRUST ME, I’VE HEARD FROM THOSE OF YOU WITH 



 

 

THE VERY NEGATIVE FEELINGS  -- A LOT --  MANY OF US HAVE VIEWED 

THE BAR MOSTLY AS KIND OF AN OBSTACLE, SOMETHING THAT 

INTERFERES WITH OUR MAKING A LIVING.  WE PAY THE BAR A LOT OF 

MONEY TO TAKE AN AWFUL TEST THAT ABOUT HALF OF US FAIL.  

ONCE WE RUN THAT GAUNTLET, WE HAVE TO KEEP ON PAYING DUES 

AND MEETING NEW ETHICAL STANDARDS, WE HAVE TO TAKE 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES, AND NOT JUST THE ONES THAT 

INTEREST US.  OUR DUES ARE EXPENSIVE AND THEY KEEP GOING UP.  

AND VIRTUALLY ALL OF IT GOES TO FUND A DISCIPLINE SYSTEM THAT 

THE VAST MAJORITY OF US NEVER ENCOUNTER, AND HOPE WE NEVER 

WILL ENCOUNTER.  SO ITS NO SURPRISE WHY WE MIGHT RESENT THE 

BAR AND SEE IT AS A BURDEN AND A DISTRACTION FROM OUR 

PRACTICE OF LAW.  THE COMPLAINT THAT MANY OF US HAD, WAS 

ALWAYS THAT THE BAR SEEMED TO BE CONSTANTLY DEMANDING 

THINGS WITHOUT DOING ENOUGH FOR US PERSONALLY IN RETURN.   

 

SO WHAT MADE ME WANT TO RUN FOR THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF 

THIS ORGANIZATION AND NOW SERVE AS YOUR PRESIDENT?  THE 

REAL TRIGGER WAS A CASE I HANDLED.  I TOOK ON A PRO BONO CASE 

FOR A WOMAN -- A NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN -- WHO’S DAUGHTER 

HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM HER OUT IN LAKE COUNTY.  SHE HAD A 

GOOD CASE FOR WHY SHE SHOULD GET HER DAUGHTER BACK.  BUT 

THE LAWYER WHO HAD HANDLED THE CASE NEVER MET WITH THIS 



 

 

WOMAN, NEVER TOLD HER ABOUT COURT APPEARANCES, AND DIDN’T 

KNOW ABOUT THE VARIOUS FEDERAL RIGHTS SHE HAD.  AND WHILE 

THIS CASE WENT THROUGH THE COURTS SHE LIVED ON A 

RESERVATION TRUSTING THAT HER LAWYER WAS HELPING HER.  THE 

WOMAN HAD NO CONTACT WITH HER DAUGHTER FOR TWO YEARS, 

AND DURING THAT TIME HER DAUGHTER GREW UP AND GREW AWAY 

FROM HER.  DAY BY DAY, THIS LITTLE GIRL BECAME SOMEONE ELSE’S 

CHILD, BONDING TO ANOTHER MOTHER.  THE WOMAN, WHEN SHE 

CAME TO ME, HAD NEVER HAD A CHANCE TO MAKE HER CASE IN 

COURT; SHE DIDN’T EVEN GET A CHANCE TO GO TO COURT AND TELL 

HER DAUGHTER HOW SHE FELT.  AND WHEN SHE LOST HER 

DAUGHTER FOR GOOD, SHE LOST ALL HOPE.  SHE TOLD ME THAT SHE 

HAD EXPECTED THAT A POOR WOMAN FROM AN INDIAN 

RESERVATION IN A FOREIGN LEGAL SYSTEM WOULD HAVE LOTS OF 

THINGS TO FEAR.  THE ONE THING THAT SHE THOUGHT SHE COULD 

TRUST IN-- WAS HER LAWYER.  AND WHEN HE FAILED TO KNOW THE 

LAW, WHEN HE FAILED TO CALL HER, WHEN HE FAILED TO SHOW UP 

FOR COURT, SHE LOST EVERY LAST THING THAT MATTERED TO HER -- 

INCLUDING HER TRUST. 

 

WHEN I THINK OF HER, I THINK OF EVERY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC 

WHO DEPENDS ON US.  SHE REMINDED ME THAT I’D BEEN ASKING THE 

WRONG QUESTION ALL ALONG -- WHAT THE STATE BAR COULD DO 



 

 

FOR ME.  BECAUSE WE DON’T HAVE A LEGAL SYSTEM SO THAT YOU 

AND I CAN HAVE A JOB, WE HAVE A LEGAL SYSTEM FOR HER.  A BAR 

SO THAT SHE AND EVERY OTHER PERSON IN THIS STATE WILL HAVE 

AN EQUAL SHOT AT JUSTICE. 

 

THE STATE BAR -- ESPECIALLY WHAT WE RESENT ABOUT THE STATE 

BAR -- IS JUST AN EXTENSION OF THE THINGS THAT WE ALL TOOK A 

SWORN OATH TO DO: TO KNOW AND FAITHFULLY APPLY THE LAW, TO 

HELP THOSE IN NEED, AND TO PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF COURTS.  

THE BAR IS JUST THE LENGTHENED SHADOW OF EACH OF US.  AND SO 

WHEN WE GIVE UP ON THE BAR OR LIKE ME -- AS A LOCAL BAR 

LEADER -- CHOOSE TO STEER CLEAR OF THE BAR.  WHEN WE FAIL TO 

TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FIXING THOSE THINGS THAT COULD BE 

IMPROVED, WE DIMINISH ALL OF OUR SHADOW. 

 

AND IF WE ARE HONEST WITH OURSELVES, WE KNOW THAT OUR 

SHADOW HAS DIMINISHED.  THE BAR’S INFLUENCE HAS WANED, AND 

THIS HAS HAPPENED IN NO SMALL PART BECAUSE OF OUR OWN 

DISTRUST AND DISINTEREST.   WHEN LAWYERS DON’T BELIEVE THAT 

THE BAR REFLECTS OUR HIGHEST IDEALS, OR IS WORTHY OF OUR 

TIME, WE CAN’T REALLY EXPECT THE PUBLIC, OR THE LEGISLATURE, 

OR THE COURTS TO BELIEVE THAT.  AND SO WE HAVE -- AS A GROUP -- 

LARGELY STOOD BY, AS OUR BAR HAS BEEN BEATEN UP.  



 

 

THROUGHOUT THE 1990S, WE WERE HIT WITH LAWSUITS, THAT 

SILENCED OUR VOICE NOT MERELY ON POLITICAL ISSUES, BUT ON 

ISSUES FUNDAMENTAL TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.  THE 

BAR LOST YEARS FIGHTING EFFORTS TO DISMANTLE THE 

MANDATORY BAR.  IT WAS EVEN SHUT DOWN ALTOGETHER BY THE 

GOVERNOR’S VETO OF OUR DUES BILL.  WHEN IT WAS RE-

CONSTITUTED, IT WAS DELIBERATELY KEPT WEAK, AND A LOT OF 

LAWYERS WERE GLAD TO SEE IT REDUCED THAT WAY.  IT HAS BEEN 

AUDITED, INSPECTED, CONSULTED, AND RESTRICTED TO WITHIN AN 

INCH OF ITS LIFE.  AND EVERY CHOICE IT MAKES IS ATTACKED.  AND 

WHEN LEGISLATORS OR THE PUBLIC SAY THAT LAWYERS SEEM MORE 

CONCERNED ABOUT PROTECTING THEMSELVES THAN THE PUBLIC, 

THEY DON’T SEE US DOING ANYTHING TO STRENGTHEN OUR OWN 

BAR.  WE SOMEHOW LET THOSE CHARGES  GO UNCHALLENGED AND 

UNADDRESSED BECAUSE TOO OFTEN WE HAVE STOPPED THINKING OF 

THE BAR AS OUR BAR, AS OUR REFLECTION. 

 

I KNOW THAT SOME FOLKS ASSUME THAT THEY’D TRUST THE BAR 

MORE IF IT WERE BETTER.  THAT BAR BOARD OR ITS STAFF ARE 

INDIFFERENT OR BUREAUCRATIC.  FRANKLY, THAT WAS MY VIEW 

BEFORE I JOINED THE BOARD.  BUT AFTER THREE YEARS OF REALLY 

WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE BAR, I DON’T THINK THE PROBLEM 

STARTS THERE -- THE BAR IS A REFLECTION OF US.  AND IT IS A 



 

 

REACTION TO EACH OF US.  ALTHOUGH THE BAR’S LEADERS ARE 

SMART AND HARDWORKING, THE BAR DOES WHAT ANY OF US DO IF 

WE’RE ATTACKED AND HAVE NO PROTECTION.  WE TEND TO 

WITHDRAW, WE BECOME DEFENSIVE.  OUR IMPULSE IS TO BECOME A 

LITTLE LESS OPEN AND A LITTLE LESS WILLING TO TAKE ACTION.  

THE BAR IS US.  IF WE DO NOT LIKE THE BAR -- IF WE THINK IT IS TOO 

SMALL AND TOO CRAMPED TO REFLECT OUR DREAMS -- IT IS BECAUSE 

WE HAVE MADE IT THAT WAY. 

 

WHEN I JOINED THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, I DIDN’T DO IT 

DREAMING OF BEING PRESIDENT.  I DREAMED OF BEING PART OF A 

BAR THAT WE LOVED AND WERE PROUD OF.  A BAR THAT WAS 

UNIVERSALLY RESPECTED FOR ADVANCING THE GOALS OF OUR 

PROFESSION -- I RAN FOR PRESIDENT BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT 211,000 

EDUCATED AND COMMITTED PEOPLE CAN MAKE THAT MISSION REAL.   

 

I KNOW I’M AN OPTIMIST, BUT AS WINSTON CHURCHILL SAID, I’VE 

NEVER SEEN THE POINT IN BEING ANYTHING ELSE.  AND IT WOULD 

NOT REQUIRE A REVOLUTION FOR THIS TO BE THE YEAR WHEN EACH 

OF US STOPS ROOTING AGAINST THE BAR AND STARTS ROOTING FOR 

IT.  EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US COULD DO THAT TODAY. 

 



 

 

THERE ARE SOME CONCRETE THINGS THAT I HOPE WE CAN 

ACCOMPLISH TOGETHER IN THE YEAR AHEAD TO MAKE THAT A 

REALITY.   

 

FIRST, WE NEED TO REPAIR OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 

LEGISLATURE, BY SHOWING THEM THAT WE KNOW HOW TO HELP 

THOSE IN NEED.  WE NEED THE LEGISLATURE TO TRUST US ENOUGH 

TO GIVE THE BAR A MULTI-YEAR DUES BILL.  NO ORGANIZATION OF 

THIS SIZE CAN DO PROPER LONG TERM PLANNING IF IT DOES NOT 

KNOW WHAT ITS FUNDING WILL BE BEYOND THE COMING YEAR.  SO 

INSTEAD EACH YEAR THE BAR MAKES DO DEFERRING LONG TERM 

ISSUES, AND USING STOP GAPS LIKE LEAVING JOBS UNFILLED IN 

ORDER TO MAKE IT THROUGH THE YEAR.  WE NEED A MULTI-YEAR 

DUES BILL WE NEED A BILL THAT WILL STOP OUR RUNNING A DEFICIT, 

ALLOW US TO FINALLY UPGRADE OUR IT INFRASTRUCTURE, AND 

MAKE WISE INVESTMENTS INSTEAD OF LOSING TENS OF THOUSANDS 

OF DOLLARS FOR RENT IN OUR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OFFICE.  - AND 

THAT IS GOING TO TAKE TRUST.  IN RETURN WE NEED TO DO 

SOMETHING TO SHOW THE LEGISLATURE THAT WE DESERVE THIS 

TRUST BY GIVING BACK.  WITH YOUR HELP, WE NEED TO -- AND WE 

WILL -- APPLY OUR VAST ECONOMIC LEVERAGE AS LAWYERS NOT 

FOR OURSELVES BUT TO DRASTICALLY INCREASE LEGAL SERVICES 

FUNDING.  WE HAVE THE POWER TO DEMAND THAT BANKS INCREASE 



 

 

OUR RETURN TO IOLTA ACCOUNTS.  IF WE CAN TOGETHER PUSH TO 

RAISE THOSE RATES FOR CLIENT TRUST ACCOUNTS, WE CAN -- 

WITHOUT COSTING CALIFORNIANS A DIME -- INCREASE FUNDING FOR 

LEGAL SERVICES ACROSS THE STATE.  THAT’S THE SORT OF THING 

THAT WE CAN DO, IF WE JUST HAVE THE WILL.  WE WILL NEED ALL OF 

YOU IN THIS ROOM TO HELP ADVANCE THAT GOAL. 

 

SECOND, WE NEED TO REPAIR OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PUBLIC 

AND REACH OUT TO THEM THROUGH ALL OF US HERE TODAY -- ALL 

THE LEADERS OF THE BENCH AND BAR.  THE POLICIES ARE THERE, 

BUT WE NEED YOU TO IMPLEMENT THEM.  IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, 

THE BOARD HAS ADOPTED PROGRAMS TO FINALLY BRING DIVERSITY 

TO OUR PROFESSION, TO INCREASE AND EXPAND PRO BONO, AND TO 

PROMOTE CIVILITY.  BUT AT THIS POINT THEY ARE STILL WORDS ON 

PAPER -- AND THEY WILL STAY THAT WAY UNLESS WE ALL SHOW THE 

WILL TO MAKE THEM REAL. 

 

ON THE DIVERSITY PIPELINE, HOW CAN THE PUBLIC TRUST US TO 

PROMOTE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL, WHEN IN ONE OF THE MOST 

DIVERSE STATES IN OUR NATION, THE CALIFORNIA BAR REMAINS 

OVERWHELMINGLY WHITE AND MALE.  WE MUST TAKE MODELS THAT 

WORK -- LIKE THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF SAN FRANCISCO’S DIVERSITY 

PIPELINE OF PROGRAMS THAT START IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND 



 

 

GIVES CHILDREN IN LOW-INCOME MINORITY COMMUNITIES 

EXPOSURE TO THE LEGAL SYSTEM, JOBS IN LAW FIRMS, TRAINING IN 

THE LAW ACADEMY, HELP GETTING INTO COLLEGE, AND MINORITY 

SCHOLARSHIPS.  WE NEED TO EXTEND THAT PROGRAM STATEWIDE.   

 

THE SAME IS TRUE OF PRO BONO.  IF WE DON’T FIND WAYS TO GIVE 

ACCESS TO THOSE WHO CAN’T AFFORD AN ATTORNEY, THEN WE ARE 

FAILING.  PERIOD.  THE PUBLIC TRUSTS US TO ENSURE THAT 

EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF HOW POOR THEY ARE, CAN HAVE THEIR 

DAY IN COURT.  BUT TODAY IN ONE OF THE WEALTHIEST AND MOST 

POWERFUL STATES IN HUMAN HISTORY, 60% OF THE CHILDREN 

LEAVING FOSTER CARE WILL EITHER BE INSTITUTIONALIZED, 

HOMELESS, OR DEAD WITHIN 5 YEARS, AND WE HAVE ONLY A 

HANDFUL OF LAWYERS HELPING TO STOP THIS TRAGEDY.  PROVIDING 

PRO BONO SERVICE TO FIX THIS SYSTEM IS NOT A GIFT.  IT IS WHO WE 

ARE.  IF WE AREN’T ALREADY HELPING INDIGENT PEOPLE AS A LEGAL 

AID LAWYER OR A PUBLIC DEFENDER OR A PROVIDER OF LOW-COST 

SERVICES, THEN WE SHOULD GIVE TIME TO THOSE WHO CAN’T 

AFFORD A LAWYER.  I HOPE IN THE NEXT YEAR, WORKING WITH OUR 

YOUNG LAWYERS, THE COURTS, AND THE COUNTY BARS THROUGH 

EXISTING PROGRAMS, WE CAN FINALLY BEGIN TO DELIVER REAL 

HELP TO THE 86,000 YOUTH CURRENTLY IN FOSTER CARE WHO NEED 

US. 



 

 

 

FINALLY, I KNOW THERE ARE SOME WHO THINK IT IS ANTIQUATED 

FOR THE BAR TO TALK ABOUT RESTORING CIVILITY AND TO PASS A 

CIVILITY CODE.  BUT I DON’T.  THE PUBLIC TRUSTS US TO SHOW THEM 

HOW TO RESOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS WITHOUT BITTERNESS AND 

WITHOUT NEEDLESS EXPENSE.  WHEN WE LACK CIVILITY -- WHEN WE 

CREATE BITTERNESS OR EXPENSIVE SIDE-SHOWS WITH OUR OWN 

NASTY TREATMENT OF ONE ANOTHER, IT IS NO WONDER THE PUBLIC 

LOSES CONFIDENCE IN US.  I WOULD HOPE THAT OUR FIRMS AND OUR 

COURTS WILL DO AS THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY BAR DOES AND POST 

THESE CIVILITY RULES IN THEIR COURT ROOMS AND HALLWAYS, AND 

TELL LAWYERS TO GO OUT AND READ THEM WHEN THEY FORGET 

THOSE RULES.  NOT AS MANDATORY RULES, BUT AS A REMINDER OF 

WHAT THEIR JOB REALLY IS ALL ABOUT.  I WILL ASK THE COURTS 

AND THE LOCAL BARS AND THE LEADING FIRMS IN THIS STATE TO 

JOIN ME IN THIS. 

 

SO LET ME CONCLUDE WITH THIS THOUGHT.  I KNOW THAT SOME 

PEOPLE WILL SAY THAT THIS IS A NAÏVE SPEECH.  THAT THE LAW HAS 

BECOME JUST A BUSINESS AND WE CAN’T REALLY EXPECT TRUST 

FROM THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PUBLIC OR OUR OWN MEMBERS.  

BUT EVERY DAY, WE PROVE THIS ISN’T REALLY TRUE.  WE OURSELVES 

STILL TRUST EVERY DAY.  WE TRUST THAT THE DRIVER ON THE 



 

 

OTHER SIDE OF THE ROAD COMING TOWARDS US LOVES HER LIFE AND 

OBEYS THE LAW THE SAME WAY WE DO.  WE TRUST THAT WHEN A 

JUROR SAYS THAT THEY WILL APPLY THE LAW FAITHFULLY AND 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE, THAT THEY MEAN THOSE WORDS THE SAME 

WAY WE DO.  WE TRUST OUR CLIENTS WHEN THEY TELL US THEIR 

MOST IMPORTANT CONFIDENCES.  WE TRUST OUR JURY SYSTEM, OUR 

CLIENTS, EVEN STRANGERS ON THE ROAD EVERY SINGLE DAY.  LET’S 

TRUST OUR OWN SYSTEM.  LET US TRUST OURSELVES, AND OUR BAR 

AGAIN, SO THAT OTHERS WILL TRUST IT AGAIN TOO. 


